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Farmer sentiment declines to lowest level since June 2022 amid weakened financial outlook

May 7, 2024

WEST LAFAYETTE Ind., May 7, 2024 /PRNewswire/ -- April withessed a steep decline in U.S. farmer sentiment, as indicated by the Purdue

, which fell 15 points from March to a reading of 99. Both subindexes of the barometer also saw
declines: The Current Condition Index dropped by 18 points to 83, while the Future Expectations Index fell by 14 points to 106. April marked the lowest
farmer sentiment reading since June 2022 and the weakest current condition rating since May 2020. The sentiment decline was driven by worries
regarding the current financial situation on farms and anticipated financial challenges in the coming year. The April Ag Economy Barometer survey
was conducted from April 8-12, 2024.

"Farmers' sentiment took a significant hit in April, reflecting broader concerns about financial performance and farmland values," said James Mintert,

the barometer's principal investigator and director of Purdue University's Center for Commercial Agriculture,

The Farm Financial Performance Index declined to 76 in April, marking a 7-point drop from the previous month and a 21-point decrease from last fall's
peak of 97. This downturn reflects farmers' growing concerns about the upcoming year's financial outlook, with fewer respondents expecting better or
equal performance than last year.

Farmers' expectations regarding interest rates and farmland values shifted in April's survey. Only 24% of respondents anticipate interest rates rising
over the next year, down from 32% in March. Fewer farmers this month also said they expect to see farmland values rise over the next year, despite
the modest improvement in their interest rate outlook, while more farmers reported that they look for farmland values to hold steady. In the April survey,
just 29% of producers said they expect farmland values to rise in the upcoming year, compared to 38% who felt that way in March. These shifts reflect
farmers' concern about farm financial performance in 2024, outweighing their improved interest rate outlook.

There is growing interest in using farmland for solar energy production, and solar lease rates appear to be increasing. This month's survey revealed a
7-point uptick in respondents reporting discussions with companies about solar energy leases, reaching 19% compared to 12% in March. Specifically,
discussions around solar leasing suggest demand for solar leases is increasing, with 58% of farmers reporting lease rate offers exceeding $1,000 per
acre — up from 54% in March. Over one-fourth of respondents (28%) said they were offered a farmland lease rate of1,250 or more per acre. Rising
lease rates for energy production could be starting to impact farmland values, at least in some areas. Among producers who said they expect values to
rise in the next year, 8% of respondents highlighted energy production as a key reason.

"Looking ahead, energy production activities could provide some support for farmland values and expectations in some regions," said Mintert.

About the Purdue University Center for Commercial Agriculture

The Center for Commercial Agriculture was founded in 2011 to provide professional development and educational programs for farmers. Housed
within Purdue University's Department of Agricultural Economics, the center's faculty and staff develop and execute research and educational
programs that address the different needs of managing in today's business environment.
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Image Caption: Farmer sentiment declines to lowest level since June 2022 amid weakened financial outlook. (Purdue/CME Group Ag Economy
Barometer/James Mintert)
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